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PROGRAM BACKGROUND 

 

PERMITTING and ORDINANCES 
 

FLOOD MAPS and REPORTS 

 

FLOOD INSURANCE 

 

FLOODING IN MONTANA 
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WHY MANAGE FLOODPLAIN DEVELOPMENT?  

Maintain compliance with the National Flood Insurance 

Program 

• Eligible for federal disaster relief 

• Eligible for national flood insurance 

 

Balance public good with private injury 

• Identify lands unsuitable for development 

• Keep one property owner from harming another 

 

Identify property options that are located in areas with less 

specified hazards 
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Reduce the amount spent on flood control measures 

» Guide development away from flood hazard areas 

 

Reduce the amount spent on federal disaster aid 

» Provide flood insurance coverage 

Why was it created? 

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 
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COMMUNITIES adopt and enforce a 

floodplain management ordinance 

 

 

FEDERAL GOVERNMENT makes flood  

insurance available within the community & 

PRIVATE INSURERS write policies based on 

an agreement with the federal government 

What is it? 
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REGULATIONS 

MAPPING 

INSURANCE 

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

MITIGATION 
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FEDERAL 

LOCAL STATE 

NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

Roles 
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

Federal Role 

Administer the program through regional offices 

Provide assistance to the State 

Assess community compliance with the program 

Advise local officials 

Review and adopt new maps/flood hazard data 
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FEMA REGIONAL OFFICES 
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

State Role 

Ensure communities have legal authority 

Establish minimum State regulatory requirements 

Provide technical assistance to local governments 

Coordinate activities of other State agencies that affect the 

National Flood Insurance Program 
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DNRC’s Services 

Floodplain website, www.floodplain.mt.gov 

• Floodplain Administrators Database 

General technical assistance 

Community Assistance Visits 

Ordinance review/assistance 

Flood hazard mapping 

Training and outreach 

http://www.floodplain.mt.gov/
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DNRC STAFF 
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

DNRC Regional Engineers 

Provide technical review of 

• Floodplain Development Permit applications 

• Subdivision Floodplain delineations and Flood Hazard 

Evaluations 

• Letter of Map Changes (CLOMR, LOMR, LOMA, etc.) 

• Floodplain studies 

• Proposed projects near/within a regulated floodplain 

• Variances, general consultation, & site visits 
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DNRC Regional Engineers 
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DNRC Regional Engineers 

COMMUNITIES make the final determination regarding 

permit/project approval 

 

 

REGIONAL ENGINEERS provide technical assistance, 

including professional recommendations and comments, 

when requested 
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DNRC Regional Engineers 

The Technical Review Process 

1. Community (typically the Floodplain Administrator) 

submits written technical assistance request directly to 

DNRC Regional Engineering Specialist 

2. DNRC completes the review and returns written 

comments and recommendations to the community 

3. Community makes final determination regarding the 

sufficiency and adequacy of the technical submittal to 

satisfy the local permit requirements.  
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Community Role 

Establish legal authority to adopt and enforce floodplain 

management regulations 

 

Establish minimum regulatory requirements 

 

Establish a floodplain permitting process for issuing or denying 

floodplain development permits 

 

Require additional Federal/State/local permits when 

applicable 
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

Community Role (cont) 

Inspect all development within the regulatory floodplain to 

assure compliance with the local regulations. 

 

Assist in the preparation and revision of flood maps. 

 

Maintain records of floodplain development. 

 

Assist residents in obtaining information on flood hazards, 

map data, flood insurance, and proper construction measures. 

 

Answer questions from design professionals and the public. 
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

PERMITTING AND 

ORDINANCES 
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NFIP STANDARD MONTANA STANDARD 

Lowest Floor Freeboard 

None 2 feet above BFE 

Floodway Encroachment 

1 foot surcharge ½ foot surcharge 

Habitable Structure Location 

Allowed in floodway Prohibited in floodway 

Mobile Homes 

May be elevated 3 feet         
above adjacent grade 

Requires elevation to the       
freeboard protection level 

Septic Systems 

Allows systems within                
the floodplain 

In subdivisions, systems   must 
be located 100 feet beyond 

floodplain 
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COMMUNITY ORDINANCES 

Should meet or exceed federal and state standards 

 

Should follow the 2014 State Model Regulations 

 

Should be updated to reflect map changes  
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FLOODPLAIN PERMITS 

1. Determine if a floodplain application is needed 

2. Review the floodplain application  

3. Submit completed application to Regional Engineer for 

Technical Review (if necessary—2 week turn around) 

4. Prepare public notice to adjacent property owners, local 

newspaper, and DNRC (allow 15 days for comment) 

5. Ensure that other applicable permits have been received 

6. Conduct site visit(s) 

7. Approve, approve with conditions, or deny permit application 

Floodplain Administrator Role 
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Applicant Role 

Prepare and submit permit applications in accordance with 

regulations 

 

When PE certification is required, licensees shall perform 

services only in the areas of their competence 

 

It is not the State’s role to walk the applicant through the 

permitting process nor to train their representative(s) 
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Who Else Uses the Joint Application? 

§ Conservation Districts – 310 permits 

§ MT Department of Environmental Quality – 318 (turbidity) 
Authorizations 

§ MT Fish, Wildlife, and Parks – SP 124 permits 

§ US Army Corps of Engineers – Section 404/Section 10 permits 

§ MT Department of Natural Resources & Conservation – 
navigable river land use licenses and easements 
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The Application Process  Goals 

 

We want to turn this: 
“I want to dump a couple of loads of rock along the bank to stop 
it from eroding.” 

Into: 
“I will lay back 100 ft. of the existing bank on a 2:1 slope and 
place 30 cubic yards of 24 inch rip rap to stop the bank from 
eroding.” 
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A successful first contact could turn this: 

“My buds and I just bought some jet skis, and I want to put a 
dock and some rocks in.  The Kawasaki rep told me to call you.” 
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Into this: 

“I am interested in constructing a boat dock on my property in 
addition to applying some bank protection measures to reduce 
bank erosion.  I have already inquired about other permit from  
the USACE, the conservation district, DEQ, and FWP permits.”  



S T A T E  O F  M O N T A N A  

Floodplain Program 
2016 
FLOODPLAIN 
RESOURCE SEMINAR 
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FLOOD HAZARD 

MAPPING 
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FEMA’S FLOOD HAZARD MAPPING PROGRAM 

Identifies flood hazards (rivers, lakes, drainages, etc.) 

 

Assesses flood risks 

 

Partners with States and communities to provide accurate 

flood hazard and risk data  
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APPROXIMATE STUDY (ZONE A):  The SFHA is defined, but no base flood 

elevations or flood profiles.   

 

LIMITED DETAILED STUDY (AE):  The SFHA is defined and may include 

base flood elevations.  Profiles and BFEs published in FIS.   

 

DETAILED STUDY (AE): The SFHA & 500-yr floodplains are defined, and 

base flood elevations are published in FIS. Floodway analysis typically 

performed.   

 

 

TYPES OF FLOOD MAPS 
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APPROXIMATE STUDY 
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APPROXIMATE STUDY 
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LIMITED DETAIL STUDY 
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LIMITED DETAIL STUDY 
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DETAILED STUDY 
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DETAILED STUDY 
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FLOOD INSURANCE STUDY 

Compiles flood risk data for specific 

watercourses 

 

Delineates the SFHA, designates flood 

risk zones and establishes base flood 

elevations 

 

Contains: 

• Narrative  

• Tables summarizing flood hazard data 

• Computed flood profiles  
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

MAP CLARIFICATIONS 

and CHANGES 
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FLOOD INSURANCE RATING 

Build outside the floodplain and flood insurance is very cheap 

(until you experience a flood loss) 

 

Build in the floodplain and elevate the “living” or “finished  

floor” several feet above the BFE and insurance will be 

relatively cheap – the higher you go the cheaper it gets. 

 

Structures in floodplain with a finished or enclosed floor below 

BFE - premiums will be very expensive. 

 

If flood openings are missing or not sufficient and/or 

machinery/utilities are below BFE insurance will cost more.  
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PRIVATE LENDER DETERMINATIONS 

Around 80% of all determinations are performed automatically 

using proprietary methods. 

 

When USPS address cannot be found these automated 

determination methods may default to tax map parcel or even 

zip code. 

 

A standard appeal process does not exist.  Determination 

companies work for the lender and will only accept review 

requests from the lender. 
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ELEVATION CERTIFICATE 

Used by agents to rate insurance policies  

 

Used by community to document compliance with floodplain 

regulations 

 

Needed on buildings located in or near a Special Flood Hazard 

Area 

 

Certified by a surveyor, engineer, or architect  
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ELEVATION CERTIFICATES and CRS 

Maintaining Elevation Certificates is a participatory 

prerequisite to the CRS Program 

 

Maintaining ECs means all new construction/substantial 

improvements must have a completed EC. 

 

The ECs must be correct and complete. 

 

Failure to maintain ECs can result in a CRS Program class 

reduction 
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ELEVATION CERTIFICATE ROLES 

S U RVE YOR S/EN GINEE R S  read the instructions and 

ensure that the EC is correct and complete 

 

T H E  C O M M UNIT Y  reviews each form for completeness and 

accuracy—if he form is not complete and accurate, it should 

not be accepted 

 

T H E  P RO PERT Y  OW N E R  should understand the process 

and ensure all steps are complete  
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

LETTERS OF MAP 

CHANGE 
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LETTERS OF MAP CHANGE 

A LOMC is a letter which reflects an official revision to an 

effective DFIRM/FIRM or FHBM. 

 

A LOMCs is issued in place of the physical revision and 

republication of the effective map. 

 

A processed LOMC will change the current effective map (by 

letter) and thus may impact a floodplain administrators’ 

regulatory requirements and also insurance requirements. 

 

In some cases, communities are required to ensure the 

changed flood risk (either increased or decreased) information 

is reported to FEMA. 
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LETTERS OF MAP CHANGE 

Map Amendments—no not revise base flood elevation 

• Letter of Map Amendment (LOMA) 

• Letter of Map Revision based on Fill (LOMR-F) 

• Conditional Letter of Map Amendment (CLOMA) 

• Conditional Letter of Map Revision based on Fill (CLOMR-F) 

 

Map Revisions—revise base flood elevation and/or floodplain 

• Letter of Map Revision (LOMR) 

• Conditional Letter of Map Revision (CLOMR) 

• Physical Map Revision (PMR) 
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NATIONAL FLOOD INSURANCE PROGRAM 

INSURANCE 

REQUIREMENTS 
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WHEN IS INSURANCE REQUIRED? 

Residents of High Risk Areas (areas within the SFHA). 

 

Homes and buildings in high risk flood areas with mortgages 

from federally regulated or insured lenders are required to 

have flood insurance. 

 

A lender can require flood insurance even if the Homeowner 

does not want to carry it. 
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FLOOD INSURANCE RATING 

Build outside the floodplain and flood insurance is very cheap 

(until you experience a flood loss) 

 

Build in the floodplain and elevate the “living” or “finished  

floor” several feet above the BFE and insurance will be 

relatively cheap – the higher you go the cheaper it gets. 

 

Structures in floodplain with a finished or enclosed floor below 

BFE - premiums will be very expensive. 

 

If flood openings are missing or not sufficient and/or 

machinery/utilities are below BFE insurance will cost more.  
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www.f loodsmar t .gov  
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Building vs. Contents Coverage: What’s Covered 

Flood insurance protects two types of insurable property: 
Building and Contents. 

The contents can be covered by a separate rider to the original 
structure policy. 

Coverage 
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Coverage 

Building Coverage 
 

• The insured building and its foundation. 
 

• Electrical and plumbing system. 
 

• Central air, furnaces, water heaters. 
 

• Refrigerators, cooking stoves, dishwashers. 
 

• Permanently installed carpet over unfinished flooring. 
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Contents Coverage 
 

• Clothing, furniture, electronic equipment. 
 

• Curtains. 
 

• Portable and window air conditioners. 
 

• Portable microwaves and dishwashers. 
 

• Carpeting not already included in property coverage. 
 

• Washers and dryers. 

Coverage 
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Community wide mitigation steps can assist in lowering costs. 

Rebuilding higher will lower risk and could reduce premiums.  

There are opportunities for state grants which can distribute 
funds to help with mitigation and rebuilding. 

Mitigation 
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THANK YOU!  

 

Michel le Phi l l ips  

mphillips2@mt.gov   444-1300 

 

Traci  Sears  

tsears@mt.gov   444-6654 

mailto:mphillips2@mt.gov
mailto:tsears@mt.gov

